
 
 
Design and Technology: Vocabulary Progression. 

 Textiles Food Mechanical systems Structure 
Year 3 • asymmetrical 

• appliqué 
• cotton 
• cross-stitch 
• embellish 
• fabric 
• patch 
• pinking 
• polyester 
• running stitch 
• silk 
• symmetrical 
• template 
• thread 
• unique 

Key vocabulary 
• appearance 
• arid 
• climate 
• complementary 
• country 
• cut 
• design 
• evaluate 
• export 
• grate 
• import 
• ingredients 
• Mediterranean 
• mock-up 
• mountain 
• peel 
• polar 
• seasonal 
• seasons 
• snip 
• taste 
• temperate 
• texture 
• tropical 

 

• mechanism 
• lever 
• pivot 
• linkage system 
• pneumatic 

system 
• input 
• output 
• component 
• thumbnail sketch 
• research 
• adapt 
• properties 
• reinforce 
• motion 

 

• 2D 
• 3D 
• castle 
• design 
• key features 
• net 
• scoring 
• shape 
• stable 
• stiff 
• strong 
• structure 
• tab 

 



 
 

Year 4 • criteria 
• fabric 
• fastening 
• fix 
• mock-up 
• stitch 
• template 

 

• adapt 
• addition 
• appearance 
• budget 
• combine 
• compare 
• construct 
• cream 
• crunchy 
• cuboid 
• cut 
• design 
• evaluate 
• fold 
• hygiene 
• ingredients 
• layout 
• market 

research 
• modify 
• multiplication 
• opinion 
• pounds 
• sieve 
• sift 
• target audience 

• bearing 
• chassis 
• force 
• machine 
• mechanism 
• prototype 
• target audience 

 

• analyse 
• effective 
• iteration 
• reflect 
• strengthen 

 



 
 

Year 5 • accurate 
• annotate 
• appendage 
• blanket-stitch 
• design criteria 
• detail 
• evaluation 
• fabric 
• sew 
• shape 
• stuffed toy 
• stuffing 
• template 

 

• abattoir 
• adaptation 
• balanced 
• brand 
• cook 
• cross-

contamination 
• cut 
• design 
• enhance 
• equipment 
• evaluate 
• farm 
• grate 
• hygiene 
• ingredients 
• label 
• measure 
• nutrient 
• nutrition 
• nutritional 

value 
• preference 
• press 
• process 
• recipe 

• annotate 
• axle 
• force 
• gear 
• gear system 
• input 
• machine 
• market 

research 
• mechanism 
• output 
• problem 

statement 
• pulley 
• pulley system 
• renewable 

energy 
• research 
• sustainability 
• teeth 

 

• accuracy 
• arch bridge 
• assemble 
• beam bridge 
• bench 

hook/vice 
• corrugation 
• factors 
• hardwood 
• joints 
• lamination 
• mark out 
• material 

properties 
• quality of finish 
• reinforce 
• rigid 
• sandpaper 
• softwood 
• tenon 

saw/coping 
saw 

• truss bridge 

 



 
 

• safety 
• theme 

Year 6 • innovative 
• pattern piece 
• seam allowance 

 

• balance 
• bitter 
• bridge method 
• complement 
• cookbook 
• cross-

contamination 
• enhance 
• equipment 
• farm to fork 
• flavours 
• ingredients 
• method 
• pairing 
• preparation 
• recipe 
• research 
• salty 
• sour 
• storyboard 
• sweet 
• umami 

• accurate 
• automata 
• axle 
• bench hook 
• cam 
• cam profile 
• component 
• cross-sectional 

diagram 
• diagram 
• dowel 
• evaluate 
• exploded 

diagram 
• follower 
• form 
• frame 
• function 
• housing 
• mechanism 
• storefront 
• visual 

• apparatus 
• cladding 
• design criteria 
• equipment 
• landscape 

features 
• playground 

 

 


